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Winter PM2.5 Seasons 
 

Year 
Days > 35 

µg/m3 

Winter Spare 

the Air Alerts 

2011/2012 11 15 

2012/2013   1 10 

2013/2014 15 30 

2014/2015 6 23 
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Less Rainfall = More PM Pollution 

Days of rainfall 

Days of particulate pollution over standard 
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Highest Air Quality Readings  
November 2014 – February 2015 
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Advertising 



Regional Outreach 
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Media Coverage 
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Social Media 

 



Results 

• 30% of Bay Area households reduced their wood burning 

• 58% had heard, read, or seen media stories about the 

Winter Spare the Air program  

• Following an alert, 44% of respondents were aware that a 

Winter Spare the Air alert had been called  

• Spanish (36%) and Mandarin (40%) speakers were more 

likely to have reduced or abstained from burning because 

of the program compared with English speakers (28%). 

• Support for the Wood Burning Rule remains strong and 

consistent over the past three seasons at 75%. 
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Results 

• 145,000 calls to 1-877-4NO-BURN 

• 106,500 subscribers to email AirAlerts 

• 20,000 subscribers to phone alerts 

• 129,741 widget downloads 

• 23,637 app downloads 

• 69% increase in Facebook engagement  
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Wood Smoke Enforcement 

11 

11 7 4 15 10 30 23 

13 9 1 11 1 15 6 

1,500 2,355 1,373 3,777 2,316 5,091 3,834 

1,550 10,270 592 11,476 3,720 1,768 2,029 

255 319 61 359 178 267 155 

0 44 49  76 91 150 
193 + 23 

Seasonal  



Enforcement Highlights 

• Violations: 155 
 134 - 1st NOV Wood Smoke Awareness Course or  

$100 penalty 

 21 - 2nd or 3rd NOV $500 (increased with additional NOVs) 

 177 Total Exemptions – 193 permanent, 23 non-functional heater 

• Complaints: 3,834 
 62% on Spare the Air Days 

 72 addresses with 5 or more complaints 

 14 addresses with 20 or more complaints 

 5 address with 50 or more complaints 

 1 address with 105 complaints 

 Over 50 complaints by 1 person 
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Enforcement Practices 

• Complaint information is used to determine 
patrols and to concentrate enforcement on 
locations with multiple complaints 

• Patrol deployment varied  
throughout the season 

• Violations are documented  
and issued when discovered 
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Regulation 6, Rule 3 Rule Development 

• Proposed Changes to the Rule: 
– Sole Source of Heat Exemption 

– Mandatory Burn Ban 

– Sale and Manufacturing of  
New Wood Heaters 

– Real Estate Requirements 

– Registration  

• Rule Development Schedule: 
– Public Workshops will be scheduled in all nine  

counties in March and April 2015 

– Rule amendments to the Board of Directors for  
adoption targeted for 3rd quarter 2015 
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Public Workshop Dates and Locations 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY 

March 25, 6-8 PM 
  

City of Morgan Hill Community  
and Cultural Center 

Hiram Room 
  

17000 Monterey Street 
Morgan Hill, CA 95037 

SAN MATEO COUNTY 
April 6, 6-8 PM 

  

Redwood City Public Library 
Downtown Branch 

2nd Floor Community Room 
  

1044 Middlefield Road 
Redwood City, CA 94063 

  

NAPA COUNTY 
April 7, 6-8 PM 

  

Napa County Main Library 
Community Meeting Room 

  
580 Coombs Street 

Napa, CA 94559 
  

ALAMEDA COUNTY 
April 9, 6-8 PM 

  

Livermore City Hall 
City Council Chambers 

  
1052 South Livermore Avenue 

Livermore, CA 94550 
  

MARIN COUNTY 
April 13, 6-8 PM 

  

San Rafael City Hall 
City Council Chambers 

  
1400 5th Avenue 

San Rafael, CA 94901 
  

SONOMA COUNTY 
April 16, 6-8 PM 

  

Santa Rosa City Hall 
City Council Chambers 

  
100 Santa Rosa Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
April 20, 6-8 PM 

  

Walnut Creek City Hall 
City Council Chambers 

  
1666 North Main Street 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 

  

SOLANO COUNTY 
April 22, 6-8 PM 

  

City of Suisun 
City Council Chambers 

  
701 Civic Center Blvd. 
Suisun City, CA 94585 

  

SAN FRANCISCO COUNTY* 
April 24, 10 AM - 12PM 

  

Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District Offices 

7th Floor Boardroom 
  

939 Ellis Street 
San Francisco, CA 94109 

  
*Meeting will be webcast 15 


